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Wlth a Vamety “of boats'
and a long waiting list,
Helensburgh Sailing - Club

_has - emerged from its
humble beginnings in 1951
- as one. of .the most. pro-
gressive- and
sallmg clubs.i m the

some of
embers, the olub offers the
éxcitement of "taking’ part in
the vanous ‘races; some of -

‘d . held
National ./

i | ‘tchers
Clyde Street.

Permanent base ,

Until 1955 all club boats
were moored off Helensburgh
Pier. The Army then gave
permission for the club to use
the Rhu hanger site. And four
years later, the boats were
moved again, to the permanent
base at Kidston Park:

The club has always k‘eptk.

a handicap class for. keelboats . -
and another for. dinghies and
out of these two classes came
the present :Sscratch
classes. .

“In 1953 the first GP 14 'was
introduced to  the club by
Alaistair MacNeill and

received class status two years'. ;
‘two . other
classes had artived,-the Enter-
pmse followed by the Albacore. .

later.” “By 1960

.

Come-baék

There was then a gap of 10
years beforeQ another
emerged; this one was the. OK-

dinghy. It was a single-handed
' which = solved . one

-The-. . -Mircor..

v ’

in .
came up with *
when he. introduced

competmve aces
sophisticated boats.

racing-

‘class -

ptoblem of sailing—finding a !
- class..
't be! carried -out as .
" didn’t “bave the -money and

- fWith
.- dedicated members  over the |

. bulldmg. :

An enlafged
was - to” provide

pa
~extra 50 dinghies, but plannmg

restrictions. forced ‘the  club,

-~.in 1972, ta rethink ‘the scheme

. sing

Through the years, vhe club

Douglas feels th
re the SCOttlSh

Specxal regactas are - alsa’
in" aid - of 'the --Royal
Lifeboat : Insntute-

and . this year the club

Sunday, September 14,  On
August. 3 to 8, the Mxrror
‘National Champions]nps are |

-being" held' and 25() boats are

‘expected.

Special regatta

Next month, on ‘Saturday
May 10, the boats return to
Helensburgh Pier for a specxal
regatta’ to mark  the end of
the Town Council. = -

For years, the ‘old bu1ldmg
on the pierhead was ‘used. as
a clubroom  and starting box
until it was.completely. gutted
by a firé startéd™by, vandals.

But ‘the club kept going and
in ©1968 “after many years. of

struggling against “red tape”.

the clubhouse at Kidston was

~_finally completed- and opened.
. This  .caused - an -

‘increase -in
membershxp and within a few
years . became  clear
bulldmg would have to- be
extended. . .

Exte [

ions
the club

there were no: grants available.

- But where there is.a will therg |

is a way,-and said Mr Douglas:
‘the ‘help'of a - few

winter: we - have achleved ‘all
thé "extension plans.”
He also said that alterations

LWere made “to the clubhouse |
“as well as'the extension, There

'pr,ove

e %
'!_holdlng an endurance raid in
‘aid of Scottish Spastics on

the’

How €r, thxs work couldn |

- the

- paring

~the clubhouse of
¢ Helensburgh - Sailing
Club.’ nght——Members pre-
for® racing. at 'the
dmghy park

Above

hope that when -all the resig- :
nations come: in, the 70 people _
on the list™ will be able - 10

n

“ship rates ate’ very

¢ been agreed ‘that we- will
provide a car park capable of
taking 194 cars.”” The car park

is nearly ready and according

to. .the  Commodore should
usefu] ’durmg_,

g ; A
‘~Membership_ “of. the _club s

at .present. restricted :to 500
adults - and =150, cadets -~ and
there -is a  waiting 'li ;
B«txt Mr Douglas saxd:

). years,
, be yery b;lght mdee

f hab.
with- . adults paymg £10 at}d,
juniors. £2.50. This" ha b

:,kepft low . to agree with our :‘.
‘constitution. which states the
‘club”was formed to.

sailing  off Helensburg
t:lus ¥

.~The extens,\ons and’ -al

he cliib “will:

-promote. this-aim and i
_contmueﬂto improve the way

they have 'over the  past few -
the club’s future wxlI i

-{s now a new -bar and loungel

area.

Club Sulrcidly lan MacDonald keeps  on eye on things.
With him is Mrs Scott, keeping nmes

;l‘

there “has- been:.ia- swop

N




